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AVAILABILITY OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT IN SAN FRANCISCO 

The Department of Public Health, Behavioral Health Service, funds, supports and oversees a 
broad network of approximately 45 community-based substance abuse treatment programs. The 
funded capacity for FY 2016-2017 listed below indicates changes in funding and slots sine 2015-
16. 

Currently the access to substance abuse treatment in San Francisco is better than at any time in 
the past. 

There is generally no wait for: 
Narcotic Replacement Treatment, 
Outpatient Treatment, 
Residential Detox, 
Perinatal Residential Treatment. 

for Residential Treatment placement the average wait during the last several months has been 
approximately two weeks. During the waiting time, all clients are offered counseling and 
outpatient group treatment. In San Francisco's large Residential Treatment system there are 
generally open beds every day. The department exercises immediate priority placement for acute 
and sensitive cases.  

 As of July 1, 2017, Residential Treatment and Residential Detox will become Drug Medi-Cal 
(federal Medicaid) reimbursable for the first time. The Department anticipates that the additional 
Drug Medi-Cal revenue should result in the elimination of all waiting lists over the next several 
years. 


